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Quote 
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Texts young adults are asked to read in 

postsecondary settings, including community 

colleges, the workplace, and the military are 

significantly more demanding than high 

school textbooks.ò 

(Williamson, 2008)
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The Literacy Challenge is Real



1 in 4 children in America grow up 
without learning how to read.
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WriteExpress Corporation. "Literacy Statistics." 

Begin to Read. Accessed April 16, 2014.



53% of 4th graders admitted to reading recreationally ñalmost 

every day,ò while only 20% of 8th graders could say the same
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8th Graders



Students who don't read proficiently by the 3rd 
grade are 4 times likelier to drop out of school. 
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The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

Accessed February 25, 2015.



A Close Relationship Between Illiteracy 
and Crime
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ÅNearly 85% of the juveniles who face trial in the 

juvenile court system are functionally illiterate. 

Write Express Corporation. "Literacy Statistics." Begin to Read. Accessed February 24, 2015



Teaching Reading If not me, then who?
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Learning to read is critical to a childôs overall 

well-being. If a youngster does not learn to 

read in a literacy-driven society, hope for a 

fulfilling, productive life diminishes.ò

G. Reid Lyon, 

Former Chief of the Child Development and Behavior Branch of the 

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development

ñ



Why Focus on Improving Literacy Instruction? 

The teacher is the most important factor in 

student learning. If not me, then who?

Vocabulary Instruction | 9



Vocabulary Instruction | 10

Good instruction is the most 

powerful means of developing 

proficient comprehenders

and preventing reading 

comprehension problemsò 

-Rand Reading Study Group, 2002

ñ
Good Instruction is Powerful



Idaho Content Standards
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http://sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/booklets/ELA-Literacy-Standards.pdf


Three Key Shifts in English Language Arts 
Standards
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1. Regular practice with complex texts and their academic 

language

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence 

from texts, both literary and informational

3. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction



Grades 6-12 Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, & Technical Subjects (examples)
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 

studies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies 

texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/


Vertical Aligned Standards - Example
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/vertically/Vertically-Aligned-Standards-ELA-Literacy.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/vertically/Vertically-Aligned-Standards-ELA-Literacy.pdf


Grades 4 ï8
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Skilled Readers

What are some essential components of 

being a skilled reader? 
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Scarboroughôs Reading Rope
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Simple View of Reading (SVR)
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A Collection of the Best Available Evidence

The IES Practice Guide

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/8


Vocabulary Instruction | 20

5 Recommendations for Improving Literacy

1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction

2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension instruction

3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text 

meaning and interpretation

4. Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy learning

5. Make available intensive and individualized interventions for 

struggling readers provided by trained specialists
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Recommendation 3: Provide opportunities for extended 
discussion of text and interpretation.



Targets for Today

ÅUnderstand how extended discussion improves 

comprehension

ÅObserve (by watching a video) how a teacher facilitates 

discussions and any implications for our own teaching 

practices

ÅDescribe two or more formats that will facilitate extended 

discussions

ÅPractice a discussion protocol and apply it to current core 

materials
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Whatôs Working in Your Classroom?

What strategies, resources, activities do you 

use in your classroom for extended discussion 

of text meaning and interpretation?
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Quote

Research demonstrates when students have 

extended time for engaged conversation about 

text, they comprehend better, and increase their 

autonomous comprehension and writing skills.

(Lawrence & Snow, 2011)
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Effective Discussions

Discussions that are particularly effective in promoting 

studentsô comprehension of complex text are those that 

focus on building a deeper understanding of the 

authorôs meaning or critically analyzing and perhaps 

challenging the authorôs conclusions through reasoning 

or applying personal experiences and knowledge.ò

(Kamil et al., 2008, p. 21)

ñ
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Why Discuss?

ÅContent Learning

ÅLiteracy

ÅThinking Skills

ÅPsychological

ÅSocio-Cultural
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How?

ÅPrepare

ÅAsk questions 

ÅProvide a task, or a 

discussion format

ÅDevelop and practice 

protocols
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Develop a Purpose
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Co-design Protocols and Expectations 
with Students
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Setting Up Protocols: Creating a Culture of 
Collaboration

https://www.learner.org/courses/readwrite/disciplinary-literacy/disciplinary-literacy-big-ideas/19.html
https://www.learner.org/courses/readwrite/disciplinary-literacy/disciplinary-literacy-big-ideas/19.html


Video Reflection

ÅHow would you describe the classroom climate? What did you notice about 

how Mr. Berryman prepared students for collaboration?

ÅHow was the purpose and focus of the discussion communicated?

ÅWhat was the role of the teacher during student collaboration? How did he 

monitor and support student learning?

ÅHow did students listen and respond to each other? How did this support 

their learning?

ÅWhat did you find especially effective in this video that you might implement 

in your classroom? 
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Feedback on Learning: Deconstruction 
Word Problems in Math

https://www.learner.org/courses/readwrite/disciplinary-literacy/disciplinary-literacy-big-ideas/18.html
https://www.learner.org/courses/readwrite/disciplinary-literacy/disciplinary-literacy-big-ideas/18.html


Feedback on Learning During Student 
Collaboration

ÅHow did the purpose and focus of groups in each video 

differ? 

ÅWhat was the role of the teacher in each video during student 

collaboration? 

ÅHow did students use collaborative discussions to deepen 

their understanding of the lesson concepts? 

ÅWhat did you find new or interesting in these videos that you 

might implement in your classroom?
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Dialoging with Students ñin the Momentò
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Our Turn

ÅUsing Handout 2, choose which discipline you would like 

to role play

ÅPractice the script with a partner 

ÅDebrief: As the student, how did the teacherôs questions 

help you learn? 

ÅAs the teacher, how did the questions connect to the DOK 

levels on the DOK wheel we learned about earlier? 
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Asking Questions


